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Graduating Class of 2010
Archbishop Bergan Class of 2010 are, front row, l-r, Jordan Ruskamp, Alex Vrana, Jacob 
Herink, Kurtis Kammerer, Kyle Thompson, Ian Eix, Kari Schmitz. Middle row, Fr. James 
de Anda, Joseph Elsey, Ryan Engel, Patrick Rasmussen, Tanner Werth, Nicholas Lassek, 
Kaden Lassek, Nicolas Wegner. Back row, l-r, Nicholas Paulson, Grant Meiergerd, Thomas 
Wendt, Courtney Cook, Dereck White, Austin Knupp, Nicholas Jensen.

Twenty-one graduate from Archbishop Bergan
100% of graduates plan to attend college in the fall 

Archbishop Bergan Catholic School 
held its graduation ceremony on Saturday, 
May 15, 2010. The ceremony was held 
at St. Patrickõs Catholic Church with Fr. 
James deAnda ofþciating.

Father deAnda is associate pastor, youth 
and hispanic minister for St. Patrickõs Par-
ish and chaplain for Archbishop Bergan 
Catholic School.

Class of 2010 members are: Courtney 
Cook, Ian Eix, Joseph Elsey, Ryan Engel, 
Jacob Herink, Nicholas Jensen, Kurtis 
Kammerer, Austin Knupp, Kaden Lassek, 
Nicholas Lassek, Grant Meiergerd, Nicho-
las Paulson, Patrick Rasmussen, Jordan 
Ruskamp, Kari Schmitz, Kyle Thompson, 
Alexander Vrana, Nicholas Wegner, Thom-
as Wendt, Tanner Werth and Dereck White

Courtney Cook was valedictorian. Jor-
dan Ruskamp, was salutatorian.

One hundred percent of the class has ac-
cepted and will attend college this fall: 71% 
plan on four-year public colleges, 10% plan 
on four-year private colleges, 19% plan on 
two-year community colleges.

Scholarships offered to the graduating 
class of 2010 include $239,150 in academic 
scholarships; $242,900 in athletic scholar-
ships; Total scholarships offered $482,050. 

More important than what is offered 
is what the graduates accepted, which in-
cludes the following (as of May 13, 2010): 
$168,950 academic accepted; $138,900 
athletic accepted; for a total of $307,850 of 
accepted scholarships.

òI want to thank the Parish of St. Pat-
rick, parish staff, Archbishop Bergan ad-
ministration and staff, parents and guard-
ians, grandparents and all others who have 
contributed to the growth of these þne stu-

dents,ó said Neil Feser, guidance director.
Bergan School Board members are: 

Alan Atkinson, Desa Clark, Heather Ekeler, 
Tom Herink, Steve Hotovy, Thom Mend-

lik, Shannon Morrissey, Jane Rasmussen, 
Lynne Walz, Beth Wilmes. Ron Beacom is 
the middle/high school principal. Activities 
director is Scott Painter. 

St. Patrickôs Church welcomes Fr. Dave Belt
St. Patrickõs Catholic Church welcomed Fr. Dave Belt as senior pastor ofþcially on Thursday, 

June 24, replacing Rev. Owen Korte. 
Twenty-years after ordination, the Emerson native returned to his þrst assignment. Belt spent 

his þrst two years, after ordination, at St. Patrickõs before transferring to St. Stephen the Martyr 
Catholic Church in the Millard area. He served there for three years as an associate and then in 
1995 was named as pastor of St. Josephõs Catholic Church in Wisner. He also taught religion at 
West Point Central Catholic High School. At the same time, he went to Wayne State where he later 
completed his masterõs degree in education with a focus in secondary school administration.Belt 
spent the last 10 years in Norfolk, as pastor of Sacred Heart-St. Maryõs Parish and president of 
Norfolk Catholic Schools, where among his many accomplishments; he oversaw the construction 
of the Sacred Heart School, parish center and new activity center.



Gwen Laughrey died June 9, 2010. Moth-
er-in-law of T.J. Folkers, teacher/coach at 
Bergan.

Gary Benjamin, Class of 1971, died 
June 12, 2010. Brother of Trish Benjamin 
Nielsen, 1973.

Memorial funds
Memorial funds can be established to 

Archbishop Bergan Catholic School. For 
more information contact the St. Patrickõs 
Parish ofþce, 422 E. 4th Street, Fremont, 
NE 68025; or 402-721-6611.

Alumni Tidbits
Mary Jo (Costello) Olmstead, deceased, 

class of 1952 and Gerald òOzzieó Olm-
stead, class of 1951, were the þrst alumni 
married who were both St. Patrickõs High 
School alumni. They named their þrst child 
Patrick. 

Fr. Ron Battiato, class of 1953, was ap-
pointed administrator of St. Patrickõs Parish 
on March 9 through June 23, 2010. The ap-
pointment was made after Fr. Owen Korte 
left on a sabbatical and until Fr. Dave Belt 
arrives at St. Patrickõs on June 24. 

Lori Rabe Robertson, class of 1977, had 
two sons graduate from college recently  - 
Andrew from Kansas State, with an archi-
tecture degree; and Dan began his residency 
in ortho surgery this year.

Let your classmates know 
where and how you are

Are you engaged to be married, recently 
married, had a child, moved, received a 
promotion at work or been recognized with 
a special honor? We want to know about it 
and so do your fellow classmates.  

Email to Bergan Forever newsletter edi-
tor Maureen Zavadil - mozav1@gmail.com 
or berganalumni@yahoo.com
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Alumni News

We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
families of the deceased alumni and friends 
of St. Patrickõs/Archbishop Bergan Catho-
lic School.

Joan Rice Kracl - died April 9, 2010. Sister 
of Patrice Rice Legrand, 1952 (deceased), 
Carol Rice Slupe, 1955, Roger Rice, 1958 
(deceased), Charles Rice, 1961 and Tom 
Rice, 1963.

Leland Nelson died April 13, 2010. Father 
of Bonnie Nelson Lasho, 1966 and Ted 
Nelson, 1968.

Mary Ann Morrissey died April 15, 2010. 
Mother of Deborah Morrissey Shanahan, 
1971 and Shannon Morrissey, 1978 (and 
his wife, Lonni Mohr, 1974). Grandmother 
of Isaac Morrissey, 2008 and Spencer (cur-
rently attending Bergan).

Mary Ann Wruble died April 15, 2010. 
Grandmother of John Pierce, 1990, Mary 
Pierce Muth, 1995, Brenda Schmitz 
Brdicko, 1986, Julie Schmitz Kirby, 1989, 
and Danielle Schmitz Paulson, 1993.

Grace Mahacek died May 13, 2010. 
Mother of Susan Mahacek Westerholt, 
1965. Grandmother of David Westerholt, 
1991 and Lisa Westerholt, 1993.

Evelyn Hansen died May 18, 2010. Grand-
mother of Michael Hansen, 2000 and Chris-
topher Hansen, 2004.

Ralph Cook died May 16, 2010. Grandfa-
ther of Darren Cook, 1991 and Julie Cook 
Eggen, 1993.

Lillian Ostry died May 22, 2010. Sister of 
Sr. Marie Alice Ostry, ND, who taught reli-
gion at Bergan.

Kelleen Chapman died June 1, 2010. Wife 
of Jerry Chapman, 1975. 

John Vance died June 9, 2010. Brother of 
Patricia Vance Hendrix, 1963 and Sharon 
Vance Thompson, 1967.

Remembering our alumni

Mark Your Calendar
Bergan Alumni 

& Friends Party!
Saturday, July 10, 2010

St. Patrickõs Auditorium 
4th & Union

6:00 p.m.-midnight Å $10 
 (Includes dinner, music...)

 Food available throughout 
the evening - Cash bar

Honored classes will be: 1955, 1960, 
1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 

1990, 1995, 2000, 2005

More details available 
on page 3 of this issue and

at berganknights.org

Rachel Grote and Austin Atwell were 
married April 10, 2010, at St. Patrickõs 
Catholic Church in Fremont. 

Rachel is a 2004 graduate of Archbish-
op Bergan Catholic School.

Amy Nicola and Micky Jennings will 
be married November 6, 2010 at St. Johnõs 
Church on the Creighton University cam-
pus.

Amy graduated in 2004 from Archbish-
op Bergan Catholic School.

United in Marriage

To Submit News/Photos
please send to: 

Maureen Zavadil, editor, 
mozav1@gmail.com or 

berganalumni@yahoo.com;
Alumni Office, 422 E. 4th Street 

Fremont, NE 68025
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Alumni 
Reunion

The following St. Patrickõs/Archbishop 
Bergan Catholic School alumni classes will 
host reunion activities:

All School Alumni 
and Friends Reunion

The Alumni & Friends Reunion will be 
held Saturday, July 10. The schedule is as 
follows:

Elementary school building tours at 
4 p.m.; 5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Patrickõs 
Church, to honor deceased members of 
honored classes; food will be served from 6 
p.m.-midnight at St. Patrickõs Auditorium; 
entertainment, also at the St. Patrickõs Audi-
torium, will begin at 7 p.m. and conclude at 
midnight; tour of the Bergan Middle/High 
School building will be held at 8 p.m.

Class pictures will be taken of honored 
classes. Yearbooks and trophies will be on 
display.

Class of 1960
The class of 1960 will meet Friday, July 

9 at 5 p.m. at Jõs Steakhouse and Wine Bar 
for cocktails and reminiscing. Dinner will 
be served at 6:30 p.m.

Class contact: Joan Cuda, 3735 Corn-
husker Dr., Omaha, NE 68124; 402-393-
1068 or cell 402-212-1655.

Class of 1980 
A social will begin at 6 p.m. Friday, 

July 9 with a dinner to follow at 7 p.m., for 
the alumni of the class of 1980 and their 

guests, at the Woodcliff Restaurant, rural 
Fremont. 

Those attending may order off the menu 
and there will be a cash bar.  

Contact Kris Love with your reservation 
by July 2 at krisl@lovesignco.com or 402-
371-4674.

 The class will also host a golf outing  
Saturday, July 10 at 10 a.m. at the Fremont 
Golf Club (tentatively). Contact Scott Ma-
caluso by July 2 for your reservation at 
smacaluso@neb.rr.com or 402-720-5481.

The class will tour Berganõs new el-
ementary facility at 4 p.m.; and the Alumni 
and Friends party on Saturday July 10.

A class picnic will be held Sunday, July 
11 at 1 p.m. at Tim and Kori Krauseõs, 980 
County Road W (Woodcliff) Lot S-1157, 
Fremont, NE  68025.  BYOB and a side 
dish.  Kids are welcome. Contact Tim at 
timothydkrause@yahoo.com or 402-212-
6767 if you need directions.

Renee Hagmann has created a Facebook 
page called Fremont Bergan Class of 1980.  
She will post information about the reunion 
and classmates.  Donõt hesitate to write on 
the wall.  

Class of 1985
The Archbishop Bergan class of 1985 

will gather for its 25th anniversary reunion 
July 9-10, 2010.

Schedule of events (tentative): Friday, 
July 9 - Hotel check-in at 3 p.m.; Welcome 

St. Patrickôs/Archbishop Bergan High School Alumni to gather
Back Party at 7 p.m. at the Outpost Grille 
and Steakhouse in the Clarion Inn; live 
music in the class of 1985õs  party room, 9 
p.m.-midnight.

Saturday, July 10 - Family luncheon at 
Godfatherõs Pizza at 11 a.m. ($6 adults, $3 
children); 4 p.m. - Tour new Bergan Ele-
mentary; 5:30 p.m. Mass for Honor Classes 
and families; 6:30 p.m. class picture after 
Mass.

Saturday, July 10 (variety of choices) - 
Honor Class banquet, 6 p.m.- midnight at 
St. Patrickõs Auditorium; Tour of Bergan 
High School, 8 p.m.; John C. Fremont Days 
beer garden, 9 p.m.-1 a.m., downtown.

Sunday, July 11 - Mother and Daughter 
Breakfast, Village Inn at 11 a.m.

For more information contact Kristin 
Olson Kudrna, kudrna@esu4.org

Class of 1990
The class of 1990 will meet Friday, July 

9 at the Backporch Lounge at Woodcliff, 
rural Fremont. Welcome and cocktails, 6 
p.m.; dinner at 7:30 p.m. (broasted chicken 
or prime rib); entertainment at 9 p.m.

Saturday, July 10, Mass at 5:30 p.m. at 
St. Patrickõs Church; Alumni and Friends 
Reunion Party (St. Patõs Auditorium), 6 
p.m.-midnight.

Please RSVP by July 5 to Kim Moore 
Dieckmann: kimdieckmann@yahoo.com

Class of 2000
The class of 2000 will gather at Sheri 

Smithõs parentõs home (Gene and Peg Stef-
fensmeier) in Fremont on Saturday, July 10 
from 4-7 p.m. 

The class has also started a Facebook 
page. Class contact Jennifer Archer.

Alumni board sought
The development ofþce is seeking in-

terest in re-enacting a Bergan alumni 
board. If  interested in being on an alumni 
board, please contact Gary Schimidt at:
garystpatsbergan@yahoo.com or Maureen 
Zavadil at: berganalumni@yahoo.com or 
mozav1@gmail.com

Deceased members of honored classes to be remembered
The following alumni will be remembered at the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, July 10: 

The Class of 1955 deceased members are: Robert Beckius, Delores Hanson Growcock, 
Clarence Jonas and Marvin Mares. 

The Class of 1960 deceased members are: Virginia LeClair Brainard and Regina Co-
day Kleekamp.

The Class of 1965 deceased members are: Dr. Patricia Kent, Gene Twehous, LaNora 
Martinez Kirchmann, Mary Kay Smith Kaup and Michael Neal.

The Class of 1970 deceased members are: Nicki Olson Page, Steve Beeghley, Jeff 
Greser and Tom Mooney

The Class of 1975 deceased members are: Daniel Hunke and Ricky Beiermann.
The Class of 1980 deceased members are: Susan Liester and Patricia Karmann Mc-

Cabe.
The Class of 1985 deceased members are: Jim Bergmanis and Sean Rock.




