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Fr. Dave Belt began his duties as pastor 
of St. Patrickõs Parish June 24. 

òThe people have been very welcoming 
and patient as I get settled into the life and 
culture of the parish. Their faith and desire 
to serve God have me excited about the 
future that God has prepared for us,ó Belt 
said.

Fr. Ron Battiato, senior associate, took 
over as parish administrator March 9 when 
former pastor Fr. Owen Korte left on a sab-
batical.

Father Belt was born April 19, 1960 
to Hermie and Rachel Belt. He grew up 
in Emerson, Nebraska, which is about 75 
miles north of Fremont. 

His mom still lives in Emerson and his 
dad died three and a half years ago. 

Father Belt has þve younger brothers 
who are all married and have children. He 
has 14 nieces and nephews.

He graduated from Emerson-Hubbard 
High School in 1978; attended Wayne State 
College, earning a bachelor of þne arts de-
gree in education in 1982; attended the 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn. 
earning a master of divinity in 1989; and 
earned his master of arts in education - en-
dorsement in secondary school administra-
tion in 2000 from WSC.

Father Belt was ordained June 2, 1990. 
He served as a priest at St. Patrickõs in Fre-
mont (1990-1992), St. Stephen the Martyr 
(1992-1995), pastor at St. Josephõs, Wisner 
and Theology Instructor at West Point Cen-
tral Catholic (1995-2000), pastor at Sacred 
Heart, Norfolk, and president of Norfolk 

New pastor at St. Patrickôs 
Father Dave Belt, new pastor of St. Patrickôs Parish, officiates at Mass on Sunday, June 27. 
Deacon Ed Gentrup assists Father Belt. 

Catholic Schools (2000-2010).
Since Father Belt was here 20 years ago 

the parish has built a new church. He re-
members when there used to be 10 Masses 
a weekend because the church on Fourth 
Street was too small for our growing par-
ish. 

òI have really enjoyed renewing friend-
ships with people that I knew 20 years ago. 
Seeing familiar faces at Mass and in the 
community have really helped me in the 
transition,ó he said.

Some of the challenges Belt sees for the 
parish are: Continuing to create a parish 
where people can grow closer to the Lord 
and þnd ways to serve His people; estab-
lishing a common vision to guide us as 

one family of faith; addressing the current 
þnancial needs of the parish; and working 
to develop Archbishop Bergan Catholic 
School as a model Catholic school in the 
Archdiocese and region.

He feels that his background in educa-
tion and 10 years of experience as pastor at 
Sacred Heart will be helpful in developing 
a strategic plan for the parish and school 
here. He has also led a number of retreats 
and workshops for school faculties and par-
ish staffs. 

òAbove all, my 20 years as a priest has 
taught me a lot about giving my best to love 
and serve the people that have been entrust-
ed to me,ó he said.




