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 Knight Notes from the President 

     Shortly after I arrived in Fremont 
to begin my new assignment at St. 
Patrickõs and Archbishop Bergan 
Catholic School, I was able to attend 
the Bergan Alumni Reunion and 50th 
Anniversary celebration of the school 
as Archbishop Bergan Catholic 
School.  It was good to meet many of 
the alumni and hear the stories of 
years past.  As I listened I could not 
help but hear and experience the great 
pride all of you have in your alma 
mater.  Of course, since I am a gradu-
ate of Cedar Catholic in Hartington, 
NE there was a good rivalry present 
as well.  I am happy to say that I now 
have some green apparel and proudly 
wear it at our various games and 
functions.  
     One of the things that makes 
Archbishop Bergan Catholic School 
unique is that it is still one of the few 
parish schools in the Archdiocese of 
Omaha as well as the country.  That 
means, that our school is a specific 
ministry of St. Patrick Parish.  In fact, 
nearly 50% of the Sunday stewardship 
of St. Patrickõs goes to operate our 
school.  This allows us to maintain a 
reasonable tuition rate for our fami-

lies.  In the Omaha metro area the 
average tuition cost per student this 
year is nearly $8000.00 for high school 
and over $2500 for elementary.  The 
tuition for one student at Archbishop 
Bergan this year is $3300.00 for high 
school and $2300 for elementary.  
That is because of the support of the 
parish. 
     Though, Archbishop Bergan Cath-
olic School will continue to be an 
important and crucial ministry of St. 
Patrickõs, we necessarily need to in-
crease the participation of our alumni 
and other supporters of the school in 
the fundraising and support of our 
schoolõs general operations.  As an 
alum, you hopefully see the benefit of 
a Catholic education at Archbishop 
Bergan.  I pray that you experienced a 
broadening of your own Faith, 
Knowledge and Service and can un-
derstand the importance of supporting 
this important ministry for generations 
to come.  I look forward to meeting 
many of you during my time at Arch-
bishop Bergan Catholic School. 

 

May God Bless You!   

Fr. Jim Keiter 

precious gift by the past  
generations of priests and  
religious, parishioners, parents, 
and generous benefactors who 
have made Bergan what it is  
today. Through your time at  
Bergan, you were recipients of 
their sacrifice and generosity as 
well. Today we pause to give 
thanks for all that has been done 
in the past, and we look forward 
to the future with a new commit-
ment to òinstill a passion, as exempli-
fied by Christ, for faith, knowledge, and  
serviceó in our students. 
     As you have been a part of 
our past, we hope that we can 
count on you to be a part of our 

future. I truly believe that our 
mission as a Catholic school  
provides a solid framework for 
the students we serve, so that 
they are prepared for all of the 
challenges and opportunities 
that are waiting for them. With 
Godõs guidance and grace, and 
with your prayers and support, 
our future is very promising. 
Together, as the òBergan  
Family,ó we are destined for 
great things!  Fr. Dave Belt 
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òWith Godõs guidance and 
grace, and with your prayers 
and support, our future is 
very promising.ó 

Inside this issue: 

A Ministry of St. Patrickõs Catholic Parish 
All New  

Bergan Knights Forever 
 

The Alumni Newsletter for  
Archbishop Bergan Catholic School 
has gone through many transfor-
mations over the years.  Our news-
letter has gone from large to small, 
from color to black and white and 
many steps in between.  Additional-
ly, most schools also publish an 
annual report to honor their many 
alumni donors and other benefac-
tors to the school.  This was last 
done for Archbishop Bergan in 
2008.  As Fr. Dave, our school Pres-
ident works to improve communica-
tions, advancement and the many 
other aspects of our school so con-
tinued generations are served by this 
great institution, we are excited to 
release the revised:  Bergan Knights 
Forever Alumni Newsletter.  This 
issue is being published in October; 
however, future publications will 
arrive quarterly in December, March, 
June and September.   This issue 
along with our annual September 
publication will include our Arch-
bishop Bergan Catholic School An-
nual Report.  We want to feature 
stories on our alumni each issue and 
so we hope you take the time to 
update us on news from you!  We 
hope you enjoy Bergan Knights 
Forever. 

This year has 
b e e n  a n  
oppor tun i t y 
for us to  
celebrate and 
remember the 
many blessings 
that God has 
shared with us 
through 50 

years of Catholic education at 
Archbishop Bergan Catholic 
High School. As we begin our 
51st year, there is certainly a  
renewed sense of excitement and 
hope among the students, staff, 
and families that we serve. We 
know that we have been given a 
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We Remember... 
 
Thomas Crawford ð May 14, 2011.   
Father of Karen Crawford Langan (ô83); 
and James Crawford (85). 
 
Phyllis Loeffler ð May, 30, 2011.  Mother 
of David Loeffler (ô68)  (deceased); Beth  
Loeffler Cheshier (ô69); Rebecca Loeffler 
Wahsburn (ô73); Susan Loeffler Hasek 
(ô77). 
 
Melinda Madsen ð June 3, 2011.  Mother 
of current students, Jonah and Seth  
Madsen. 
 
Carmen Costello ð June 6, 2011.  Wife of 
Patrick Costello (ô74). 
 
Pearl Crawford ð June 7, 2011. Mother of 
Karen Crawford Langan (ô83); and James 
Crawford (ô85). 
 
Miriam Thiele ð June 8, 2011.  Wife of 
James Thiele (ô57). 
 
Helen Breen ð June 7, 2011.  
Grandmother of Shalan Wewel Kuipers 
(ô99); Jillian Wewel Sonnenfelt (ô03); and 
Halie Wewel (ô08). 
 
Louis Mahacek ð June 24, 2011.  Brother  
of Susan Mahacek Westerholt (ô65). 
 
Joe Collins ð July 10, 2011.  Father of 
Kathy Collins Huffman (ô81); Mary Anne 
Collins Luther (ô82); Kevin Collins (ô86); 
and Kelly Collins Husen (ô89). 
 
Evelyn Niles ð July 13, 2011.   
Grandmother of Ben Brester (ô96); and 
Evelyn Brester (õ98). 
 
June Pitzel Retzlaff ð July 13, 2011.   
Mother of Martin Pitzel (ô66); and  
Susanne Pitzel McPherson (ô68). 
 
Daryl Dale ð July 18, 2011. Grandfather of 
Jeff Dale (ô91); Jason Dale (ô95)l and Tami 
Dale Kunasek (ô98). 
 
Richard Siems (õ61) ð July 18, 2011.   
Husband of Linda Williams Siems (ô66) 
(deceased); brother of Thomas Siems 
(ô56); and father of Anne Siems Tweedy (ô89). 
 
Clarence Kolund ð July 19, 2011.   
Grandfather of Bryce Kolund (ô02). 
 
Alice Collins ð July 28, 2011.  Mother of 
Kathy Collins Huffman (õ81); Mary Anne 
Collins Luther (õ82); Kevin Collins (õ86); 
and Kelly Collins Husen (õ89).  
 
Martha Kaup ð August 2, 2011.  Mother 
of Leona Meister, former Bergan  

Secretary.  Grandmother of Randy Meister 
(ô78); Bruce Meister (ô79); Scott Meister 
(ô81); Tom Meister (ô84); Jim Meister (ô87); 
and Michelle Meister Schleicher (ô89). 
 

Lillian Kassmeier ð August 29, 2011.  
Grandmother of Ryan Means (ô98); and 
Karen Means Zoucha (ô01). 
 

Marilyn Fitzgerald ð September 14, 2011.  
Taught at St. Patrickõs Catholic School and 
CCD classes. 
 

Mary Ann Thew ð September 16, 2011. 
Mother of Michael Thew (ô70). 
 

 New Arrivals 
T.J. (ô95) and Sarah Micek welcome their 
first child, Haley Ann on June 8th.  The 
t h r e e  o f  t h e m  r e s i d e  i n  
Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Let your classmates know about you 
We want to know about where and how 
you are, and so do your fellow  
classmates. Please submit news and  
photos to Kathy Kaup, editor, 
k k a u p @ s t p a t s f r e m o n t . o r g ,  
berganalumni@yahoo.com or the Alumni 
Office, 422 East 4th Street, Fremont,  NE  
68025. 

 

 

Alumni News 

The 60õs 

 

Year Last  ........ First ......... Maiden 

1960 ..... Kleekamp .... John 
1962 ..... Frink ............ Catherine 
1962 ..... Grimm ......... Theresa ......... Hacke 
1962 ..... Hastings .......  Robert 
1962  ... Pfeifer .......... Henry 
1963  ... Mann ............ Marlene 
1964  ... Anderson ..... Dr. Donald 
1964  ... Coogan ........ George 
1964 ..... Hanson ........ Richard 
1964  ... Jaksha ........... Michael 
1964 .......McCormick .... Pam ............... Roy 
1965  ... Kleekamp .... Mildred 
1965 ..... Kluthe .......... Michael 
1965  ... Kulhanek ..... Ken 
1965 ..... Miller ............ Julie ............... Hories 
1965   ....Rasmussen ..... Gene 
1966  ... Espinar ........ Luis 
1966 ..... Gilroy ........... John 
1966  ... Hickenbottom ....Lynn.............. Johnson 
1966 ..... Kline ............ Alfred 
1966  ... Lee ............... Jay 
1966 ..... Pitzel ............ Martin 
1967  ... Morrissey ..... Mary .............. Allen 
1967 ..... Kiefer ........... Evelyn 
1967  ... Mammola .... Helen ............ Mruz 
1967 ..... Perry............. Robert 
1967  ... Rock ............. Mary .............. White 
1967 ..... Semrad ......... Daniel 
1968  ... Bailey ........... Marilyn ......... Bolte 
1968 ..... Beckel .......... Daniel 
1968  ... Benoit .......... Barry 
1968 ..... Carlson ........ Carol ............. Strunk 
1968 ..... Druskis ........ Constance ....... Maslonka 
1968  .....McQuiston ..... Joseph 
1968 ..... Paralta .......... Robert 
1968  ... Pitzel ............ Suzanne 
1968 ..... Roddy .......... Patrick 
1969  ... Donohoe ..... Karen 

  
In the upcoming issues of the Bergan  

Forever Newsletter, we will be listing  
Alumni that we have lost touch with.   
Starting with this issue, we will list a  
decade at a time.  If you have a current 
address or any other information regarding 
any of the following alumni, please contact 
the Alumni Department at 402-721-1846 
or kkaup@stpatsfremont.org   
                                                  Thanks!   

BERGAN KNIGHTS FOREVER  

                                                                   

                       

                www.facebook.com/stpatsberganalumni                                                      

Save the DATEDATEDATE    

2012 Alumni Reunion 

July 14, 2012July 14, 2012July 14, 2012 

Welcome to our newest Alumni 
The Class of 2011 added 23 new alumni to 
the list of Archbishop Bergan Graduates.  
The 2011 graduates were:  Tanner  
Anderson, Joshua Boggs, Catherine Booth, 
T.J. Bottorff, Cody Brdicko, Kortney  
Classen, Maria Cohee, Lyssi Dirkschneider, 
Jerry Dolejs, Emily Greitens, Riley Gross, 
Connor Hotovy, Marcus Lewis, Tyler  
Maple, Spencer Morrissey, Dereck Pacula, 
Janae Radtke, Jessy Schroedter, John 
Spellerberg, Evan Stober, Mitchell  
Swanson, Christian Victor and Alec J. 
Wiese. 
100% of the Class of 2011 went on to post
-secondary studies.  91% went to 4 year 
universities or colleges.  9% went to 2 year 
colleges.  These 23 graduates earned nearly 
one million dollars in scholarships and  
accepted over $600,000 of those  
scholarship offers.  This class accepted 
over $236,000 in academic scholarship and 
over $375,000 in athletic scholarships.  The 
Class of 2011 is attending 15 different  
universities and colleges in Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri.  This class also earned over 
150 college credits by the time of their 
graduation from Archbishop Bergan.  
Congratulations! 
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St. Patrickõs/Archbishop Bergan Alumni Reunion News 

 Hello to all!  Itõs October and the  
reunion celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Archbishop Bergan Catholic School 
and the 60th anniversary of St. Patrickõs 
High School is history.  As usual, I  
enjoyed seeing all the alumni and the 
teachers who returned this summer.  

It is very difficult to locate past  
teachers.   Many of our past teachers 
(and alumni) have dropped their  
landlines in favor of cell phones, making 
it nearly impossible to track them down.  
However, there were over 20 teachers 
who attended the reunion banquet.   
Total attendance for the banquet topped 
over 200, and everyone had a great time  
visiting with one another.  I would like to 
especially thank Sue Wewel who put 
together video interviews of past  
teachers, secretaries, custodians and 
priests to name a few.  Thanks also to 
Pat Dix (ô91) who created a slide show of 
pictures taken mostly from yearbooks.  
Our Master and Mistress of Ceremonies 

were John Lamme (ô63) and Keri Hanson 
Pittenger (ô87) and we are grateful to 
them for the fine job they did.   As usual, 
there was not enough time to visit with 
all the visiting alumni and teachers but 
thank you to all who made our  
anniversary celebration a grand success. 
 
As we continue to re-work our alumni 
newsletter we are hoping to gather more 
stories about our alumni that we can 
share with everyone such as this issueõs 
story on Jack Riggins (õ93).  For example, 
The Missouri River flooding this past 
summer has been unbelievable.  Usually 
flooding lasts a couple of weeks and then 
itõs over.  This year the flooding along the 
Missouri has been overwhelming.   
Interstate 29 all the way from Sioux City, 
Iowa to Rockport, Missouri has been 
closed in various stretches since mid-
June.  Whole houses, farm buildings, and 
anything else in the pathway of the 
Mighty MO have been completely  
submerged in water and many have been 

swept away altogether.  We pray that none 
of our alumni were impacted by this  
natural disaster, but some may have been.  
If you would like to share your story 
please contact us by phone, email or mail.  
Our prayers continue to go out to all 
those suffering from the many natural 
disasters encountered by our nation this 
year. 
I, along with Fr. Dave and Fr. Jim will be 
contacting many of our alumni to invite 
them to consider supporting our great 
school through the annual appeal.  I look 
forward to speaking to and visiting with 
many of you.   
Again, please let me know if you have a 
change of address, phone, and email or 
would like to share any stories for future 
issues of our Bergan Knights Forever 
Alumni Newsletter.  Check us out also on 
Facebook.  We want to keep in touch with 
you!  I wish you all good health and Godõs 
blessings.   
 
Gary Schmidt  

Typically I have no use for sports  
analogies to war. Sports are not war. 
Sports are entertainment.  

But in the case of Jack Riggins' American 
flag, I'm happy to make an exception.  

Riggins is a veteran Navy SEAL from 
Fremont, Neb. His official title is 
"Executive Officer for Naval Special 
Warfare Unit." He spent the past decade 
in Afghanistan fighting terrorists. There 
are football heroes. Riggins is a real hero.  

Riggins is currently back in Afghanistan, 
but last month Riggins was back in his 
native Nebraska. He was invited to speak 
to the Nebraska football team. He did. 
And how.  

According to players who were in the 
room, Riggins' speech blew them away. 
He was brutally honest. He told war sto-
ries. Real war stories. He talked about 
growing up a Husker fan. He compared 
some of the missions he served on to 
some of the great victories in Nebraska 
football history. He fired up the Unity 
Council, saying, "As the Unity Council 
goes, so goes the 2011 season."  

He fired up the whole room and by the 
end of it, the entire team wanted to  
follow him out the door.  

Riggins left the Huskers one gift. An 
American flag. And not just any flag. He 
presented them the flag that he personally 
carried around Afghanistan for 10 years.  

That's the flag you saw Jared Crick and 
Austin Jones carry out to the field the 
past two home games.  

"He let us know that that flag bagged a 
lot of terrorists,'' said NU senior safety 
Austin Cassidy, who helped carry the flag 
out for the season opener. "He told us to 
do what we wanted with the flag, just 
don't let it touch the ground."  

The Unity Council met with Assistant 
Athletic Director Jeff Jamrog and decided 
to make the flag the Huskers' flag for 
2011. The team will carry it out to the 
field in both home and away games.  
During games, it's on the team sideline, in 
a stand. During the week, it hangs in the 
locker room.  

"It's a cool reminder that there are a lot 

bigger things going on," Cassidy said. "His 
talk was one of the best talks I've ever 
heard in my life. We have some very 
proud Americans on our team. They are 
very patriotic. That fired up everyone."  
 
Copyright 2011 OmahaWorld-Herald,  
Reprinted with permission. 

Huskers Receive a True Gift of  Unity    
By Tom Shatel  
OMAHA WORLD-HERALD COLUMNIST 

From the Bergan Knights Alumni Office 

mailto:tom.shatel@owh.com
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Front Row: Vicky Vondenkamp Cary, Diane Gabrukiewicz  
Bystrom, Mary Wewel Cutler, Debra Connerly Kraemer and Connie 
Cajka 

Back Row:  Harold Sawtelle, Mike Jaworski and Kermit Wolff 

Front Row:  Dixie McCarthy Easdon, Maria Neukirch Morrissey, 
Eleanor Krumel Kubin and Margaret Houchins Cardoza 

Back Row:  Chuck Kubin, Art Ladenberg, Tom Siems and Lee Maly 

1956 

Class of 1971 

Front Row:  Joanne LaRocca Gemar, Joanne Dohse 
Penry, Carolyn Martinez Black, Kay Anderson  
DiGiacinto, Steve McGuire and Margaret Czarnick 

Middle Row:  Sharon Otis DeSmet, Leatta Zrust 
Millie, Alice Kline Buesing and Ann Hruska Conklin 

Back Row:  Cliff Rice, Myron Zrust, Randy Moody, 
Richard Siems, Gordy Whitcomb and Richard  
Mimick 

Front Row:  Jenny Jorn Goracke, Pam Prinz  
Lehmann, Nadine Doksansky Lallman, Jill Vance 
Stober, Roxanne Stepanek Merizalde and Mary  
Mahlberg Jacobs 

Back Row:  Dan Wiesen, Robert White and Jim Wewel 

BERGAN KNIGHTS FOREVER  



5 

Front Row:  Mark Mendlik, Mark Kucera (ó82), Bob Kingston and 
Pat  Wewel 

Back Row:  Brian Foy and Tony Kubin 

Front Row:  Sharon Kadavy Teeter, Patrice Mendlik Vakiner, Michelle 
Arett Legenza and Angie Stepanek Araya 

Back Row:  Brenda Harris Knoell, Suzy Emanuel McDonald, Lisa 
Hunke Mendlik, Chris Wiebelhaus, Thom Mendlik and Tom Wiesen 

Front Row:  Dave Westerholt, Matt Reichert, Brian Villwok and 
Bret Gottschall 

Back Row:  Jad Bundy, Joey Bergmanis, Tony LaMar and Darrin 
Cook 

Float Crew for John C. 
Fremont Days Parade 

BERGAN KNIGHTS FOREVER  

  Greg McGuire 


